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Our board is a diverse group of 
community members who care deeply 
about the agency, the staff, and most 
importantly- the individuals that we 
support. I knew that when I left Home 
Life, I wanted to continue to be a part of 
the agency that shaped my career and to 
support the individuals that I had 
essentially grown up with. So here is a 
little bit about my journey starting with 
my first role as a DSP (Direct Support 
Professional).  

I started my career in the field of 
intellectual and developmental disabilities 
in 1999. I should first say that I did not 
intend to make this job a career. It was, to 
me, a short-term plan to fill in the space 
between high school and college-, which I 
was not quite sure about yet. I had 
provided some supports in the Living Skills 
class at my high school and helped my 
brother with his volunteer work at the Arc 
of Benton County over the summer. I felt 
like I enjoyed the work enough to move 
into human services and wait for my “aha” 
moment to happen before moving on to 
bigger and better things.  

In 1999, when I was 18 years old, I started 

working at the Koebel House. I was 
responsible for the integration and 
inclusion of seven individuals. They gave 
me the keys to the van and a black zipper 
pouch full of petty cash. “Go forth and 
take people out, teach them to grocery 
shop and use the laundry mat. Have fun 
bowling. And don’t forget to document 
everything.” Is essentially, what I was told. 
And so I did. And we had fun. I was the 
queen of whole-house outings. Beach 
trips, Star Trek conventions, concerts in 
the park, Arc dances... you name it, we did 
it. My “summer job” slowly crept into 
management. Two years into my role as 
the Community Transition Specialist, I 
took an Assistant Manager job. Then, 
when a Program Manager position 
opened at Mumford, I challenged myself 
to work with new individuals and support 
a seasoned team who welcomed me and 
taught me a lot about how to manage 
many different types of people. From 
there I stepped into staff development 
and training, HR, case management, and 
finally into the Program Director role. 

Fast forward. It’s February of 2018. I am 
sitting in an office at the Stabilization and 
Crisis Unit, a state agency that provides 

supports to individuals with I/DD who 
experience co-occurring disorders. Next to 
me is a beautiful bamboo plaque that 
reads “In grateful appreciation of your 18 
years of dedicated service to Home Life” 
and it has my name on it. My name. 
Within my hands is my career. When did I 
become such a grown up? How did this 
happen? In the blink of an eye, over the 
course of almost 2 decades, I have made a 
career for myself- serving individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities 
in several different capacities and with 
several different agencies.  

Not only do I continue to serve people in 
my career, but I am also a proud member 
of Home Life’s Board of Directors. I know 
that the decisions that affect the 
individuals we support are made with 
great care and that the passion we have as 
a board, and as a leadership team, is one 
that comes from many years of direct 
service.  

I am thankful to Home Life in so many 
ways. I can only hope that everyone who 
experiences this agency can take away 
something that will benefit his or her lives 
as I have.  

-Sierra Rawson  

 A Journey from DSP to Board... 
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A big Thank you to The 

Corvallis Kiwanis Club 

for their recent donation 

that provided our Voc 

Program with (3) iPads 

and iPad cases! 

Events Calendar 

The individuals we support are involved in 

many local activities, such as Special Olympics, 

plays, musicals, and dances. Check our website 

for a calendar of upcoming events!  

www.homelifeinc.org 

Have an event to share? Email Jamie at 

jamie.peterson@homelifeinc.org 

 

Going Paperless 

Would you like to receive Home Life’s newsletter 

electronically?  If so, contact Jamie Peterson at 541-

753-9015 or jamie@homelifeinc.org with the name 

and address currently on your newsletter, as well as 

the email address you’d like the newsletter to go to.  

Receiving the newsletter 

electronically saves Home Life 

printing and mailing costs, helps 

save trees, and enables you to see 

the pictures in color.   

http://www.homelifeinc.org
mailto:sierra.rawson@homelifeinc.org
mailto:jamie.peterson@homelifeinc.org
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  Program Updates 

The ladies had a great 
time over the holiday 
season, Beverly loved 
spending Christmas 
day with the ladies at 
Olleman House and we 
all enjoyed a fun filled 
weekend at the coast. 
We recently visited the 

new Carousel in Albany 
and are already planning 
our next outing. We 
all stay busy in the 
community; Lea with 
work and her 
volunteering; Beverly has 
had 
many 
art-

filled days at CEI and 
looks forward to her 
dates in the 
community and at 
home; Bonnie is 
excited that snowshoe 
season has finally arrived and is doing 
amazing in her new job as a mail courier.  

Over the holidays, the house was very 
busy. We received a generous Christmas 
Fund donation and were able to have a 
Christmas party and buy gifts and 
stockings for each one of the residents. 
We are like a big family here at Koebel 
House and really enjoyed spending time 
together before 
going off to our 
other families/
events. Mary went 
to Christmas camp 
and appeared to 
have a blast! Tom 
has joined an acting 
group through the 

ARC and 
he really 
enjoys dressing up and acting. 
He is a natural! Dave got a 

new recliner. He has been showing it off 
to everyone. Amy is getting out more 
often.  Mary and Cynthia are still going to 
Cornerstone five days a week and enjoy 
going and staying active.  We are hoping 
to be able to do some outdoor group 
activities this spring and everyone is doing 
well. 

Mumford has had a change of 
management this new year with Elizabeth 
moving on to Coho and Ollman house as 
the new Program Manager and Teresa 
becoming the new Assistant Program 
Manager here at Mumford. Dani has 
moved back into her old room here at 
Mumford, after a few years of living at 
Woods house. We all enjoy having her 
back in the house again, and she really 
seems to enjoy seeing all of her friends 
daily, once again. Everyone enjoyed a trip 
to the coast and to 
the Portland Zoo 
this summer as well 
as getting to see 
Storybook land in 
December. We also 
enjoyed the 
wonderful lights of 
the season and 
getting together for all of the holiday 
festivities.  We are looking forward to the 
New Year with more events and chances 
to get together with all our family and 
friends. 

We all have busy days here at Olleman 
House. When Linda is not working at 
cornerstone and with Voc, she is filling her 
days with arts and crafts and spending 
time with her family and friends.  Barb 
looks forward to getting on the bus each 
morning that takes her to her day 
program. She had a good holiday with 
visiting her family. Mary continues to 
enjoy her new day program and looks 
forward to seeing her dad on the 
weekends. She had a good visit with her 
brother over the holidays.  

This last year has been quite exciting, back 
in February all of the guys danced the 
night away at Night to Shine! It is coming 
up here again soon! There have already 
been trips to San Diego and Disneyland, 
with more vacations coming very soon. 
Weekly events like Men’s Night and Arc 
Art are always happening here at 
Robinson. Summer is nearing and all of 
the guys are getting excited. Special O is 
finishing up, and soon everyone will be 
getting ready for camp this summer. 
Summer is going to be jam packed with 
trips to the Aquarium, Portland Zoo, and 
lots of swimming! 

Here in Supported 
Living we have had fun 
with all the year has 
had to offer. We took a 
trip to Newport and 
went to Mo’s, walked 
the strip and went to 
the beach, of course. 
Fast forward a little bit, 
we went to the State Fair where we rode a 
few rides and ate elephant ears. Once a 

year our 
program goes 
to the casino, 
we had a 
huge turnout 
this year, and 
everyone 
enjoyed the 
activities and 

great food. On Saturday’s we try to do 
different activities each week, including 
going out to eat or 
going to open events 
in the community. We 
have been to an open 
house at the Fire 
Station, the Arc 
Halloween Dance, 
Pumpkin Patch, an 
OSU Football Game, 

Coho 

Koebel 

Mumford 

Olleman 

Robinson 

Supported Living 



 3 

Sackett 

   
and Storybook Land. 
We finished our year 
with a Holiday Party 
where we all enjoyed 
great food, laughs, and 
each other’s company. 

 

The last several months have brought new 
growth to the Supported Living Plus 
program, both in new staff and clients. 
Over the 
holiday season, 
we enjoyed 
looking at 
Christmas lights 
and visiting 
Storybook Land 
in Albany. Dan 
played a “Wise Man” in the Christmas 
Pageant performed at Suburban Christian 
Church. Now that the holiday season is 

over, we are getting 
back into our 
normal routines. 
Several clients will 
be playing 
basketball this 
season with Special 
Olympics and they 

are extremely excited! Sam will be going 
on a few trips in the next few months 
including going to Boston to visit family 
and then to 
New York to 
see Wicked, his 
favorite 
musical. 
Several of the 
clients 
participate in 
IMPACT for 
Life with Oregon State and participate in 
physical activity with their peers. Some 
clients also spend time each week 
volunteering in the community at places 
like the Grace Center and Humane 

Societies.   

 

Crosby and Stefan have been staying busy 
during the winter months with work, 

enjoying their 
many 
volunteer 
opportunities 
in the 
community 
and even a 
trip to 

Storybook Land. Crosby has been enjoying 
playing basketball, 
bowling, and attending 
coffee shop concerts. 
Stefan has been 
enjoying regular hikes, 
trips to book stores, Arc 
dances, and Chucky 
Cheeses! This past 
summer we expanded 

our garden and added 
kale, mint, strawberries, 
and artichokes. We 
have already started to 
prep for the coming 
growing season.  All at 
Teater House are 
looking forward to what 

the New Year will bring! 

The Vocational Program is now serving 
30+ individuals between Discoveries, Job 
Development, Employment Path & Initial/
Ongoing onsite job supports. The latest 
focus has been on group employment 
path activities where the individuals we 
support can volunteer and work on soft/
hard skills in groups of 6-8 during 8:30 am 
and 12:30 
pm. 
Everyone is 
working 
great as a 
team on 
completing 
tasks, 
understanding each other’s strengths and 
differences, and helping each other with 

kind verbal 
instructions. 
The individuals 
also worked 
hard on 
developing 
their 
employment dream boards that display 
their ideal jobs and vision for their lives. 

There has been a 
lot of growth in 
independence 
and friendships 
over the past 
couple months.  

 

Woods house has gone through many 
changes over the last few months. Sheena 
moved back into Woods after residing at 
Koebel house for a couple of months. She 
recently welcomed a new nephew to her 
family making her a first time aunt. We 
also had the honor of welcoming in two 
clients from our Supported Living 
program, Mike and Janet. Mike and Janet 
have been a couple for many years and 
have lived . Sadly, Janet’s time at Woods 
house was cut short as she passed away 
early February. Although her time with us 
at Woods was limited, we had the 
privilege of getting to 
know her and seeing her 
caring and fun 
personality shine 
through. She leaves 
behind many family 
members, clients, and 
staff as well as her 
longtime boyfriend 
Mike, who will all cherish the memories 
they have been able to share with Janet. 
Janet was a beloved member of the Home 
life family for more than 25 years.  

Supported Living Plus/ Compre-

hensive in-home supports 

Teater 

Vocational 

Woods 
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The 27th annual Great Pumpkin Run 

was a success! We raised over 

$14,000! More than 400 runners came 

out to the Benton County Fairgrounds 

on a sunny Sunday morning. We had 

around 90 volunteers setting up the 

course, taking payments, handing out 

chips, selling shirts, passing out water, 

and cheering on the runners. There was 

music, beer and food for everyone to 

enjoy after the run. Signs along the 

runner’s 

route included funny sayings, 

words of 

encouragement, 

and information 

about Home Life. 

We also had a very fun new kids course this 

year, many kids ran through over and over 

again! No Dinx had “Happy” the VW bus, at 

the event to sell shirts out of and it was the perfect backdrop 

for all the selfies!  Thank you so much to everyone that helped 

this year—volunteers, staff, runners, sponsors and donors.  

The Great Pumpkin Run 2017 

Z2017 SponsorsY 
Calapooia Brewing  ▪ G & J Service 

Center ▪ Barker Uerlings Insurance 

▪ No Dinx  

Heresco Chiropractic▪ Gerding Builders 

▪ Accuity CPA’s ▪ G&J Auto Sales 

Cornerstone Associates, Inc. ▪ Korvis 
Automation ▪ Citizens Bank ▪ Kiwanis Club of 

Corvallis Center ▪ Hendrix Heating  

Anytime Fitness ▪ Cudo Financial, Inc. ▪ Central 

Willamette Community Credit Union ▪ Oregon 

State Credit Union ▪ Woodstock’s Pizza Parlor ▪ 

Corvallis Insurance Services, Inc. ▪ R&J Mobility 

Services ▪ Edward Jones—Gary Cotterell ▪ Stover, 
Evey & Jackson ▪ Timberhill Athletic Club ▪ 

Benson’s Interiors ▪ Tan Republic—9th Street 

 

Overall 10K Winners 

Caleb Thompson & Melissa Drignon 

Overall 5K Winners 

Jason Roberts & Marianne Mohr-Younger 
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COMMUNITY PROVIDERS ASSOCIATION OF OREGON 

Enriching the lives of people with disabilities 

2017 

Dave Even 

Is hereby recognized for the continuous and 

extraordinary service  

on behalf of individuals with disabilities. 

cIn z spotlightc 

Angela Rose 

 

Sackett House 

Direct Support Professional 

Award 

COMMUNITY PROVIDERS ASSOCIATION OF OREGON 

Enriching the lives of people with disabilities 

2017 

Blake Norvich 

Is hereby recognized for the continuous and 

extraordinary service  

on behalf of individuals with disabilities. 

Bertha Cervantes 

Coho House 

Daryl Snyder 

Woods House 

Carla Cervantes 

Sackett 

Terena Luce 

Supported Living Plus 

Ryan Roberson 

Sackett House 

Zoe Watterson 

Coho House 

Ju
ly
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Lifetime Achievement Award 

MANAGER OF THE QUARTER 

Employees of the Month 
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Uptown Painting & Lights 
Uptown Painting proudly donates 10% of each job 

to one of a few awesome charities, and Home Life 

is happy to be one of them! They offer interior/

exterior painting as well as holiday light installation 

in the fall/winter. For more information or to 

schedule an appointment call the office at: (971) 

330-3141 or go to: http://uptownpaintingnw.com  

Contact Us 
2068 NW Fillmore Ave 

Corvallis, OR 97330 

Phone: 541-753-9015 

Visit us on the web at: 

www.homelifeinc.org 

www.facebook.com/homelifeinc 

http://www.uptownpaintingnw.com
http://www.homelifeinc.org
http://www.facebook.com/homelifeinc
http://www.facebook.com/homelifeinc
https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/ExpressDonation.aspx?ORGID2=237230042
http://www.uptownpaintingnw.com/

