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News From...

Home Life

j New Places and Spaces j
If you have not been to the
Home Life administrative office
lately, please come by and see
our newly expanded and
remodeled space. It has a very
warm and inviting entrance and
reception area, a large waiting
area and new offices for each of
our staff and a much larger work
space for Jamie, our
Administrative Assistant. Work
continues on the West end of
the building where the new
board/conference/training
room will be along with two
more offices, for our Training
Coordinator and Behavior
Support Specialist. When it is
100% complete we will hold an
open house and invite all of you,
until then, please feel free to
drop in anytime.
Our Board of Directors is
actively looking to recruit new
board members. If you are
interested, please let me know
and I will arrange a meeting
with our Board President, John
Tacke. We currently have 9
board members. It is fun and
rewarding volunteer work.
Home Life and many other
providers in the State are
advocating for an increase in
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staff wages. Staff wages have
always been just a little above
minimum wage, however,
competition for potential
employees is getting more and
more difficult as the
unemployment rate continues
to lower. Of major concern is
the fact that turnover is very
hard on the people we are
supporting. Imagine having new
staff every few months that you
have to build a relationship
with. Our DD State leaders are
hearing our call and are adding
the necessary funding request
to the 2017-19 state budget.
We are hopeful, but we know
that the state budget continues
to fall short

rewarding accomplishments for
Home Life since the last time I
wrote is the successful job
placements
secured by our
excellent job
developers in
our vocational
program. We
now have
people
working at the
Old Spaghetti Factory,
Murphy’s, Toyota, Burgerville,
Imagine Coffee and Buffalo Wild
Wings. Please show these
businesses your appreciation for
their inclusiveness by shopping
or dining at their
establishments.

From 2007-2009 Home Life
opened 5 new group homes but
we have not opened a new one
since. The demand just hasn’t
been there. However, our
Vocational and Supported Living
services have doubled since
2009. We now support over 40
individuals in Supported Living
and In- Home Comprehensive
Services and approximately 20
individuals in Vocational
services.

I would like to wish everyone
reading this newsletter a very
happy and peaceful holiday
season.

Laptops and Chromebooks

- Dave Zaback

systems (Wii, xbox w/Kinect)

Puzzles (larger pieces/100

pieces)
Permanent Markers
Sporting Equipment

(Basketball/Soccer/Bocce)
Individual Packaged Snacks
Coloring Books/Crayons/

Colored Pencils/Stickers
(Small) White Boards
Dry Erase Markers
Small sedan

Interactive video game

Perhaps the most exciting and

A

nother holiday season is approaching, and once again the Arc of Benton County is advertising their annual
Giving Tree. This is a chance for community members to purchase gifts for some of the individuals we support
who may not otherwise receive any gifts this year. The tree will be up, with all tags in place, at the Arc Thrift
Store (10th & Beca in Corvallis) the week of Thanksgiving. Simply purchase the item listed on the tag, then return the
tag and un-wrapped gift to the Thrift Store or Arc office (414 NW 4th) by the deadline listed on the tag. The Arc will then
wrap and deliver the gifts to everyone by Christmas day. Thank you for your support! Happy holidays!
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Program Updates
House since June and is enjoying her time
here in her new home. She enjoys doing
puzzles and playing cards with staff and has a
Koebel has been through a lot of changes in great sense of humor. She is looking forward
the last few months. Having an empty
to spending time with her friends at Koebel
bedroom meant we had space for David K. to this holiday season.
come stay with us, and he has been so much
fun to get to know. Tom continues to work as
the Home Life Maintenance Assistant, and
has also taken on a job working with Coyle
Designs building wooden bicycle helmets. He
We have had many changes this year some
is loving both jobs and enjoys having
good and some sad. David passed away in
afternoons off for his many excursions! Mary
early spring and has been greatly missed.
has been to Upward Bound several times,
Crosby moved in late summer to the Teater
and even received an award for 35 years of
house, and although we miss him, he is
continuous attendance. Cindy went to camp
loving his new home and new roommate. We
as well, and lately has been rediscovering a
welcomed John to our program just a few
love of old movies - lots of Mary Poppins,
months ago and he has brought a ton of
Annie, and Pete’s Dragon viewings in the
cheer to our program! Allen is doing great he
Koebel living room. Dave C. keeps the house
enjoys his new enrollment with Home Life’s
rocking with Journey and The Who, and has
voc program and is looking forward to
been initiating a lot of drives to Mary’s Peak
volunteering/working out in the community.
that the whole house really enjoys and even
Andy is loving his
a trip to the beach. Amy’s bedroom was
new work
completely redone
schedule and
and she is loving
being able to
the new paint,
sleep in an extra
flooring, and
hour and half
bedding that came
every morning.
with it! Thanks to
John is still working at Cornerstone once a
the Day of Caring
week and is excited to explore some
volunteers, and
volunteer activities out in the community.
our wonderful
maintenance guru Mike, our back hallway is
BEAUTIFUL.
Everyone here is looking forward to what this
holiday season has to bring. This fall started
out with a bang, as all of our clients got to
attend the State Fair. In September, Katie and
Greetings from the ladies at Olleman House.
Alan took a trip to the coast and enjoyed
All the ladies enjoy going out to eat on
going to the beach, out to lunch, going to the
Tuesdays, socializing and going for drives
candy shops and to the Oregon Coast
around town. Barb has been spending
Aquarium. All of our clients enjoy our weekly
weekends with her sister and loves to watch
social outings like Men's Night, Ladies Night
football with her brother-in-law. She loves
and Bowling. Halloween just passed and
going out in the afternoon to pick up her
everyone enjoyed themselves at the Arc
housemates. She is excited for the upcoming
Halloween party that they hosted at the
holidays and for the football season to start,
Methodist church. Another exciting outing
she loves cheering for the ducks! Linda is
coming up soon is a Trail Blazers game up in
going to the gym more often and enjoys
Portland. They
staying fit. She enjoys working and has no
are all so excited
plans to retire anytime soon. She is working
and can’t wait to
on sewing projects and making gifts for
go. Soon after
people. She enjoys going out for tea and to
we will be having
Elmer's. Linda also enjoys going to church on
a holiday party
Sundays. Mary Ruth has been at Olleman

Koebel House

Sackett House

Supported Living B

Olleman House

for clients and staff of Supported Living. The
Staff will all get to show off their cooking
skills and the clients will show off their eating
skills!

Supported Living Plus/
Comprehensive In-home supports
In March of 2016, Home Life decided to open
up a new Comprehensive In-Home Support
Program that was combined with Supported
Living Plus to help fulfill a multitude of needs
in Benton County. As such, we entered 10
new clients, bringing our total to 19 clients
being served and we hired a number of staff
and a new Assistant Program Manager, Larry
Richard, to help aid in our daily needs. As a
result, we have seen a variety of growth in
our clients many of which who live primarily
with their families. Each week, we go out to
dinner, bowl, attend swimming and
participate in a movement’s class. We have
also gone on a few trips to see Pete’s Dragon
and the Bourne Identity at the Drive-In Movie
in Dallas. A number of our clients
participated in Special Olympics. We most
recently drove to Salem to visit State
Senator, Sara Gelser, who kindly gave us a
tour of the Oregon State Capital Building. We
are excited
for the
Holiday
Season and
are really
looking
forward to
the New
Year!

Vocational Program
The Vocational Program is growing with leaps
and bounds this year. With the addition of
new staff and clients our program is truly
booming. We now have three Job Developers
that are doing an awesome job sharing our
program with the community and opening
doors for our clients to succeed. In both
employment path and job coaching our
clients are flourishing and growing every day.
On any given day we have seven individuals
in community employment and numerous
others volunteering in the community honing
their skills in job preparation. We are all
looking forward to what the next year and
our expansion to Linn County brings!
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Client Features
u
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ohnny Fry entered the Vocational Program in
summer of 2016 with the goal of working at a
local grocery store. Johnny began his
experience by working with Sarah Reed, a
new Job Developer at
Home Life.

Johnny is in his last year
at Crescent Valley High
School. He is not sure if he wants to continue on
with his education into college. However, during the
Discovery Process, Johnny learned that he simply
loved working and helping out at local Corvallis
store, Grocery Outlet. As a result of his
determination, he applied and was offered a paid position as staff.

John & Beverly
and to help out in the house when
needed. He loves to go to Dutch Bros and
have a sugar free iced tea, and go on van
rides. He is very polite, helpful, and
cheerful – and always willing to talk about
his feelings if needed. We here at Sackett
are happy to have John here as a resident,
and he is a wonderful addition to our
house.

B
J

ohn Luther has joined us here at
Sackett House as our newest
resident. He is a joy to have around,
and always willing to go to activities

everly Powell is well known in
the Corvallis community and has
many friends! She is extremely
social and frequently seen
around town shopping, going out for
coffee, and spending time with
friends. Beverly calls herself an artist and
loves to paint, draw, and color! Be sure to
congratulate Beverly next time you see
her as she is retiring from Cornerstone’s
Packaging Plus!
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spotlight c

Manager of the Quarter

July

A.J. Bartholomew
Mumford

Doug Meyers
Supported Living B

September

August

Direct Support Professional
Award

June

I am so proud to nominate Kaitlin Boyce as Manager of the Quarter. Kaitlin has jumped into the
role of the Koebel Program Manager and taken
off running. Neither illness nor coverage issues
can get her down! She is a super woman with a
super team! Kaitlin accomplished a complete
overhaul of her staffing schedules to better accommodate the individuals they support while
Kaitlin Boyce
also keeping budget in mind. She has worked to
rehabilitate an individual from Supported Living so he could move
back into his own home, and she has been incredibly flexible with
taking on extra tasks, such as updating the Medication Resource
Notebook. She is also learning to become Home Life’s “Therap
Guru”, a title not for the faint of heart. When working with people,
we all know that each day is different. Kaitlin strives to create structure and support for her team of employees and clients. I respect
Kaitlin’s management style and know that our Homies are in good
hands! #teamkatilin

Employees of the Month

Brooke LevSieger
Supported Living B

MacInlay Ross
Voc

Enriching the lives of people with disabilities
2016

Direct Support Professional Award
November

October

Alejandra
Gonzales
Supported Living Plus
Is hereby recognized for
the continuous and
extraordinary service
on behalf of individuals
with disabilities.

Trent Thompson
Supported Living Plus

Christal Thompson
Sackett
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Welcome to the

Team! R

Q

United Way of Benton & Linn
Counties

Kuehlwein, John & Patricia

Simple Actions Family
Foundation

Kumpula, Michele & Robert

Kuehlwein, Thomas

Revolve, LLC

Lehr, Jerry & Dot

Kiwanis Club of Corvallis

Leman, Craig & Nancy

Corvallis Chamber of Commerce Long, Susan
Marek, Ronald & Ann
Baisinger, Glen & Nancy

Neal Jones
Voc

Brittany Williams
Voc

Brooke LevSieger
Supported Living A

Jamie Fluckiger
Supported Living B

Jedidiah Schmoker
Teater

Jacob Darrah
Robinson

Ball, Deborah

Martinsen, John & Linda

Bertalotto, Kimzy & Carolyn

Matzke, Helen

Black, Brian & Diana

Miller, Paul & Emily

Block, John & Alice

Modrell, Linda

Borst, L

Morgan Trust, Art & Jean

Boudreaux Living Trust, Les &
Barbara

Morrow, Alice

Brownhill, Robert & Margaret

Nusrala, James & Mary

Butterfield, Robert & Sharon

Parker, Phoebe

Byrne, John & Shirley

Pastega Foundation

Caswell, Candace

Peters, Susanne

Chimenti, Myra

Phillips, Wayne & Verlyne

Colley, Relan

Prevost, Ronald & Mary

Collins, Douglas & Kathryn

Pullen, Dan

Collins, Jeff

Savage, Dwight

Cutting, Nichols

Schuetz, Stephen & Patricia

Dooley, Margaret

Searcy, James & Julie

Erikkila, Eloise & John

Seville, Mary

Gamble, Wilbert & Zeferene

Seward, Kim

Gleicher, Jerry

Slezak, Dave & Lin

Glenn, Louise & Bruce

Smith, Judy

Godfrey, Bret & Diana

Starker Forests, INC

Harrington Family Trust

Swanson, Anne

Heath, Edward & Kathleen

Tarrant, Marolyn

Hellman, Robert & Beverly

Trotter, Richard & Kathryn

Air Products

Trow Living Trust, Cliff

Houglum, Mike & Lyla

Van Vliet, Tony & Louise

Huntimer, Linda

Wadlow, Ben & Terry

Huntington, Michael & Carol
Ingle, James & Sara

Ann & Bill Swindells Charitable
Trust

Isaacs, Kyle

Wright, Lloyd & Carol

Jochimsen, Lloyd & Sharon

Wyatt, Ralph

Nunez, Veronica

Koebel, Arthur & Mary
Krantz, Jerry & Vida
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The Gr eat Pumpkin Run
Runners came from as far as Colorado to participate in our 26th Annual Great Pumpkin Run this
year, held at the Benton County Fairgrounds on a perfect Sunday morning . This year’s finish
line was sponsored by Gerding Builders and Rogue Multi-Sport was there to provide chip timing
to the runners.
More than 40 volunteers set up the course, took payments, handed out chips, sold shirts out of
a classic VW bus, passed out water, and cheered on the runners. Participants were treated to
Calapooia Beer, donated by our title sponsor and were able to purchase food from McWeenies.
Signs along the runner’s route included funny sayings, words of encouragement, and
information about Home Life. Many runners were new this year, so we want to let everyone
know that all proceeds from the Great Pumpkin Run are put back into Home Life to provide services to our clients. Thank you
so much to everyone that helped this year—volunteers, staff, runners, sponsors and donors.

ZSponsorsY
Calapooia Brewing ▪ Gerding Builders ▪ Barker
Uerlings Insurance ▪ No Dinx ▪ G & J Service
Center
Accuity CPA’s ▪ Cornerstone Associates, Inc. ▪ Korvis
Automation ▪ Anytime Fitness ▪ Toyota of Corvallis ▪
Good Samaritan Regional Medical Center ▪ Block 15
Brewery ▪ G & J Auto Sales
Heresco Chiropractic ▪ Benson’s Interior ▪ R & J Mobility
Services, Inc. ▪ Running Princess Apparel ▪ Corvallis Insurance ▪
Oregon State Credit Union ▪ Cudo Financial ▪ Citizens Bank ▪
Timberhill Athletic Club ▪ Papa’s Pizza Parlor ▪Five Star Sports
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Contact Us
2068 NW Fillmore Ave
Corvallis, OR 97330
Phone: 541-753-9015
Visit us on the web at:
www.homelifeinc.org
www.facebook.com/homelifeinc
Coming Soon: Home Life’s
Vocational website!

Going Paperless
Would you like to receive Home Life’s newsletter electronically? If so, contact Jamie
Peterson at 541-753-9015 or jamie@homelifeinc.org with the name and address
currently on your newsletter, as well as the email address you’d like the newsletter to go
to. Receiving the newsletter electronically saves Home Life printing and mailing costs,
helps save trees, and enables you to see the pictures in color. Please also contact Jamie if
your address has changed.

Events Calendar

AmazonSmile

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way
The individuals we support are involved in for you to support Home Life every time you
many local activities, such as Special
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
Olympics, plays, musicals, and dances. Check
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
our website for a calendar of upcoming
same low prices, vast selection and
events!
convenient shopping experience
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to Home Life! Simply choose
Have an event to share? Email Sierra at
"Home Life" when you log in your first time.
sierra.rawson@homelifeinc.org
Happy shopping!
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