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In other news, we are making a
significant remodel to our
administrative office that should be
completed by July this year. We have
had significant growth in the last
n January of 2014, the Center for
several years and we need more space
Medicaid and Medicare Services
to accommodate staff and the many
implemented a new set of rules
people who visit our office every day.
that has a significant impact on the
Our new entrance will be on the
people we support and on those of us
Fillmore side of the building and will
who provide supports. Home Life and
feature a new and improved wheelchair
all ID/DD providers must be in full
ramp and awning. The reception area
compliance with these rules by
will be about 4 times the size it is now
September of 2018 or we could lose
and the conference room will be moved
federal funding. The good news is that
to the West end of the building where
the rule ensures that people with
our main entrance used to be.
disabilities have all the same rights as
you and me. The requirements include: I am very excited to report that we
have reestablished our relationship
 Residency Agreements ensuring
with OSU’s Human Development and
tenant rights
Family Studies department. We
currently have an intern for Spring and
 Access to all areas of the home
Summer term and I have had an
 Right to visitors at any time
opportunity to speak to an HDFS class
and tell students about the good work
 Right to decorate bedrooms
we do and intern opportunities. Our
 Access to food at any time
current intern is helping Supported
Living, as well as updating our
 Freedom to control personal
emergency supply inventory.
schedules and activities

News from Dave

I

Upcoming Events!
The individuals we support are involved
in many local activities, such as Special
Olympics, plays, musicals, and dances.
Check our website for a calendar of
upcoming events!
Have an event to share? Email Sierra at
sierra.rawson@homelifeinc.org

Going Paperless!
Is your mailbox stuffed with too much
paper? Would you rather receive your
Home Life Newsletter via email and in
color? If so, it’s easy! Please contact
Jamie Peterson at (541) 753-9015 or
jamie@homelifeinc.org with the name
and address currently on your
newsletter, along with your email
address. You can also contact us if you
have an address change, or want to add a
recipient.

Locks on bedroom doors for privacy I continue to love my job and the work
we all do here at Home Life. Thank you
Home Life is in full compliance with the for reading our newsletter and
HCBS Settings Rule.
supporting Home Life.


Dave Zaback—Executive Director
Interested in Joining Home Life’s Board of Directors? Contact us at 541.753.9015
for more information!

Home Life at the Capitol to show support for DD Services
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Program Updates
Coho
Coho is having a great year so far! The
ladies have been busy spending time
with family and friends, and planning
trips for the future. Beverly has had
several coffee outings with friends, and
enjoyed a day trip to Portland this
winter. Lea continues to volunteer at the
library and south town food bank, and is
looking forward to camp this
summer. Bonnie
participated in
Special Olympics
Snowshoeing and
won two silver
medals at the state
competition in
Bend!

Mumford
Mumford is freaking out and shouting
“Lions and Tigers
and Bears, oh
my!!” Summer is
almost here and
it’s time to dust off
the keys to the
bus, our guys know when summer is here
our first trip is visiting the Oregon Zoo
and having a picnic at a local park. Other
fun activities that have been put on the
schedule; music at the park in Albany
and a trip to the
Oregon gardens
for sightseeing.
We have plans to
do a lot of BBQ’s
and outside
activities such as
playing with our big yoga ball. Most of
our guys will be heading out to Upward
Bound Camp and later in the summer we
will be going to Waldport to stay a few
nights at a rental house which has a great
ocean view and easy access to the beach.
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Overall we have a great summer
planned, full of fun and adventures.

Teater

Stefan has been staying busy over the
wet winter months, but is excited for the
warmer weather. Last year we planted
vegetables in a 15x15 garden plot for
Robinson is gearing up for the sunny
everyone to enjoy and we are preparing
weather, and it is looking like another
for the growing season again this year.
busy summer! Four of our guys are
Over the winter months Stefan has
participating in Special O, including track,
enjoyed participating in holiday activities,
golf, and bocce ball. We have 3 guys
bi-weekly ARC dances in Dallas, the,
planning Disneyland/World vacations in
“Night to Shine” prom, and the SOLV
the summer; as well as
beach cleanup. He also continues to
gearing up for summer
enjoy frequent day trips to the coast,
camp. All of the guys
riding elevators
are excited for BBQ's in
and escalators,
the backyard with
and local hikes
other programs and
such as McDowell
our yearly Wildlife
Creek falls. We
Safari trip. We recently received a new
hope you have a
van and have plans for a bathroom
great spring and
remodel in the near future!
summer!

Robinson

Supported Living A
Everyone here at Supported Living is
looking forward to the upcoming
summer weather! However, that doesn’t
mean we haven’t enjoyed the winter
months! Our guys especially enjoy going
to Mens’ Night, Ladies’ Night, and
bowling every week; it’s an awesome
social time for all those who attend.
Janelle enjoyed going to “Night to Shine”
in a beautiful prom dress and dancing the
night away with her date. Mike W.
enjoyed going to the
Monster Truck Jam
with a group in
February at the Moda
Center in Portland.
And Janet and Mike H.
enjoyed volunteering
at the animal shelter.
In the upcoming
months, we are looking forward to a trip
to the casino and doing more outdoor
activities!

Woods
We are really excited for spring to be
here finally. The drier weather is allowing
walks around the block and to parks. Our
house is so busy moving around that we
stop only for a moment
and then go right back
out. Josh has started
with Voc services and is
now volunteering at
animal shelters and
working on becoming
employed full time.
Sheena likes to take
country drives to see all of the flowers
and animals and really enjoys laughing
with her roommates. Dani likes taking
trips to the mall in Albany and enjoys
taking walks in the fresh air. She is also
looking forward to finding a job, out in
the community. Thank you for taking the
time to read about our days!

Faces
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Mumford
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PROM
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Family Surveys

Hello….
Andrea Cooke was
welcomed to our
team last
September as the
new Financial
Director.

Cassie Turner has worked for Home Life for
several years and has had many roles in that
time. She is now stepping into a new position
as our Behavior Support Specialist and OIS
Instructor.

Farewell….

l

In April of 2014, the Board of Directors initiated a satisfaction survey to
families, employees and community partners. The results came in late in
2015 and was reviewed by a committee represented by all levels of the
organization. We picked four of the top issues raised by the survey and put
some action plans into place. We addressed staff training, transportation,
communication of Home Life events (now on website), information for new
families to learn about Home Life (an upcoming section on the website). A
big thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the survey and to
Board President, Bob Tatum for sending them out and collecting all the
data. I only mentioned a few items for action, but please know that we read
all of the survey results and you may see other subtle changes. We shared
the results with all of our staff.

David R. Bortz
April 12, 1949—March 9, 2016

Thank you for all of your years
of service!

Helen Matzke
Board Member
10/03—03/16

Melanie Tong
Board Member
01/08—12/16

David R. Bortz, 66, passed away March 9, 2016, in Corvallis from
complications of dementia.
He was born April 12, 1949, in Springfield to Wallace A. and Mary Remus
Bortz.
He is survived by his brother, Ben M. (Pat) Bortz, and sister Carma (Steve)
Henry. In recent years David worked as a recycler at various sites in Corvallis
under the auspices of Work Unlimited, a job he was very proud of. A long
time participant in Special Olympics, David loved nature, animals, art and
going on adventures to faraway places. He’s now on the greatest adventure
of all.

Wendy Rudeen
Financial Director
08/09—09/15
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Andrea Fifhause
OIS Instructor
09/03—08/16

David’s last years were spent under the wonderfully kind and able care of the
staff at Sackett House.
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Employees of the month
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December

d333333333I

Dave Even
Koebel House

Jamie Peterson
Administration

January
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April
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Jesse Parker
Supported Living Plus

Daryl Snyder
Woods House

e New Program Managers e

March

G G
Kaitlin Boyce

Darcy McCullough

Koebel House

Sackett House

New Assistant Program
t Managers t

May
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February
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Gail Bartholomew

Deborah Park

Woods House

Supported Living B

Michael Oswald
Robinson House

Krista Garrison
Koebel House

Alejandra Gonzalez
Sackett House

Manager of the quarter
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Jesse Parker

Alleea Teem

Supported Living Plus

y
Mike Lee

Supported Living Plus

Larry Richardson
Supported Living A

Teater House

xG
Justin Buffington

Dillon Viescas

Koebel House

Sackett House
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Serving People with Disabilities

Contact Us
Home Life Inc
2068 NW Fillmore Ave
Corvallis, OR 97330
Phone: (541) 753-9015
Visit us on the web at:
www.homelifeinc.org

Facebook.com/homelifeinc

Sprout Film Festival
On May 18th, Home Life
hosted the 6th Annual
Sprout Film Festival at
the Majestic Theatre.
We had a record
number of
participants! In all, 250
people turned out for
the 2 screenings,
featuring 18 different
short films. Our festival
is part of a larger touring festival out of New York
and was founded in 1979 by Anthony DiSalvo, to
“make the invisible, visible”.

Home Life assists people with intellectual and developmental disabilities to enjoy active, productive, and empowered lives.

