News From...

Winter 2014

Volume 23
▪
Issue 2
Serving People with Disabilities

O

From our Executive Director O

I

n April of this year, the board and ad‐
ministra ve team at Home Life
planned a ½ day retreat to review
progress and look at future goals. One of
the major conclusions from the work ses‐
sion was the need to quan fy or measure
our success in mee ng our mission. We
get posi ve feedback from the community
and we “feel” like we are doing a good job,
but how do we measure ourselves, and
compared to what? We made a decision to
survey employees, families and community
partners. If you are a family member of a
Home Life client, expect to see a survey in
the mail very soon and please fill it out.
Also, don’t hesitate to call or write me with
construc ve feedback. We have already
done an employee survey which gave us
some new insight and reaﬃrmed some
other things.

sponse due to the contractors being too
busy with other jobs. I have put the job
out again, and expect to have some bids
very soon. I hope that I will be pos ng
pictures of the remodel by the me we put
out our next newsle er.

Wish List
Coho

Glass baking dishes

Wash Cloths

Dinner spoons

Pan Set
Kitchen‐Aid Mixer
Juicer

Koebel
We have had substan al growth at Home
New Stereo
Life over the last seven years. We’ve made
due with a smaller administra ve team
Sofa/Chair Covers
than when I started, but it’s becoming ap‐
New Tupperware
parent we are at our limit, and if we plan to
New Pans
grow anymore then we need another ad‐
Mumford
ministra ve staﬀ. We will soon be hiring a
Tupperware
second Program Director to help with the
Plas c dinner
workload.
bowls
Thanks again for reading our newsle er
Olleman
and for suppor ng this great organiza on.
Kitchen Towels
May you and your family have a blessed
Wash Cloths
Holiday Season.
Pots & Pans

The Koebel House kitchen, bathroom, laun‐
dry and dining room remodel that I men‐
Dave Zaback
oned in my last newsle er is taking long‐
er than expected. I put the job out for bids Execu ve Director
in August, but did not receive a single re‐

Sacke

Kitchen Towels

Teater
Bath Towels
Wash Cloths

Woods
Kitchen Towels
Pots & Pans
Tupperware
Recliner
Pot Holders
Oven Mi s

Baking Dishes

Arc Giving Tree

A

nother holiday season is approaching, and once again the Arc of Benton County is adver sing their annu‐
al Giving Tree. This is a chance for community members to purchase gi s for some of our clients who
may not otherwise receive any gi s this year. The tree will be up, with all tags in place, at the Arc Thri
Store (10th & Beca in Corvallis) the week of Thanksgiving. Simply purchase the item listed on the tag, then re‐
turn the tag and un‐wrapped gi to the Thri Store or Arc oﬃce (414 NW 4th) by December 17th. The Arc will
then wrap and deliver the gi s to everyone by Christmas day. Thank you for suppor ng our clients. Happy holidays!

The Great Pumpkin Run
The 24th annual Great Pumpkin Run was a huge success! We raised over $14,000. More than
450 runners came out to the Benton County Fairgrounds on a sunny Sunday morning to walk,
run, roll, dance, and even cartwheel over the finish line. This year’s finish line was sponsored
by Gerding Builders. Eclec c Edge Racing was there to provide chip ming to the runners,
which was new to us this year.
53 volunteers set up the course, took payments, handed out chips, sold shirts, passed out wa‐
ter, and cheered on the runners. Par cipants were treated to music from Ron & Evelyn, a local folk duo, while they
snacked on Great Harvest Bread and drank Calapooia Beer, donated by our tle sponsor!
Signs along the runner’s route included funny sayings, words of encouragement, and informa on about Home Life.
Many runners were new this year, so we want to let everyone know that all proceeds from the Great Pumpkin Run
are put back into Home Life to provide services to our clients. Thank you so much to everyone that helped this
year—volunteers, staﬀ, runners, sponsors and donors.

-Sierra Rawson

5k Overall Winners

10k Overall Winners

Mario Gaddini

Sunitha Black

Cady Kintner

Michael Wisniewski

17:20

20:26

42:10

33:46

ZSponsorsY
Calapooia Brewing ▪ Gerding Builders ▪
G&J Auto Center ▪ Accuity, LLC ▪ Korvis
Automation ▪ Hendrix Heating ▪ Cornerstone Associates, Inc ▪ Northwest Realty
Consultants ▪ Good Samaritan Regional
Medical Center ▪ Barker Uerlings Insurance ▪ Strategic Employee Benefits ▪ Block
15 Restaurant & Brewery ▪ UnitedHealthcare ▪ OSU Federal Credit Union ▪
Central Willamette Community Credit Union ▪ R & J Mobility Services ▪ Corvallis Insurance Services ▪ Cudo Investment Services ▪ Citizens Bank ▪ Timberhill Athletic
Club ▪ Woodstocks Pizza ▪ Two Sisters
Flagging ▪ Five Star Sports ▪ Papa’s Pizza

ZDonorsY
Benson’s Interiors ▪ Carters Fire Sprinkler
▪ Carrie Hazelton ▪ Gathering Together
Farms ▪ Penguin Flowers ▪ Corvallis Brew
Supply ▪ Taylor Street Ovens ▪ Great Harvest Bread Company ▪ Market of Choice ▪
Corvallis Customs

A Cowboy to Remember…

Patrick Lee McGhee
1951-2014

O ur friend,
Patrick Lee McGhee, the rootin’ tootin’ trail boss, rode off
into the sky to meet Jesus on Monday, October 6, 2014.
Pat, or “Mr. Favor” as he loved to be called, hung his hat in Corvallis, Oregon. He resided at
Home Life’s Woods House and prior to that was a resident of the Koebel House (or 25th Street
as it was formerly known).
Pat was well known for his Wonder Woman costumes at Halloween, his numerous handwritten
notes to his boss, Shirley, at Packaging Plus (Cornerstone Associates) and his cowboy boots. He
always had a country music cassette tape in his pocket and was packed and ready to go at any moment for Upward Bound Camp or an impromptu trip to Colorado.
Pat was a lone ranger who cared deeply about all of his friends and his Home Life family. He
made the world a little bit brighter with his shining eyes and mischievous grin. He will be
missed by many.
A celebration of life was held Tuesday, October 21 at Mc Henry Funeral Home, and many of
Pat’s friends were in attendance.
Home Life would like to send special thanks to Benton Hospice and the staff who cared for Pat
with compassion and respect. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Home Life, Inc.
“May your troubles all be small ones and your fortunes ten times ten. May the good Lord bless
and keep you, ‘til we meet again.” – Jim Reeves

If you would like to view Pat’s tribute wall, go to the link below:
h p://www.mchenryfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Patrick‐Mcghee/

Employee Recognition

Manager x

Angela Escobedo
Coho & Olleman House

l
the Quarter...
Employee of the Month...
August

Lauren Jones—Koebel House

H

September

October

November

Travis Clark—Teater House

Ron Snyder—Woods House

Larry Richard—Supported Living

J Moebius SyndromeI

ello Home Life supporters. My name is Cramer Kallem and I work at Teater house. I also work as a research assistant in
Oregon State University’s Disability and Social Interac on Lab and one of the major projects we are currently working on
in the lab is raising awareness about Moebius Syndrome. Moebius Syndrome is a rare condi on in which people are born with
facial paralysis and an inability to move their eyes laterally. In some cases people with Moebius may experience addi onal symp‐
toms including hand and feet abnormali es and it is es mated that roughly 30% of people with Moebius syndrome are on the
au sm spectrum. Having facial paralysis can make social interac on diﬃcult because people are accustomed to receiving feed‐
back from a person’s facial expressions. This can lead people to inaccurately view people with Moebius as less happy or friendly.
However, research has found that giving people informa on about facial paralysis and instruc ng them to pay a en on to body
and vocal expressions lead them to form more posi ve impressions. One teenager par cipa ng in a Moebius Syndrome focus
group explained “Once you’ve known people for a long me they just don’t no ce your Moebius Syndrome anymore… because
your personality overshadows everything else physically”. This is why promo ng educa on is an important goal and why our
mission is to help people look beyond Moebius. You can support this cause on Moebius Syn‐
drome Awareness Day (January 24) by wearing purple and reading about Moebius syndrome
and how to par cipate in a social media campaign on our website:
h p://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/sps/dsil. You can also visit
our informa onal table in the Memorial Union Quad on the
For more information visit:
OSU campus that will be taking place from January 19 to
www.moebiussyndrome.com
January 23. You can also support Moebius Syndrome and
other rare condi ons on Rare Disease Day (February 28). Thank
for your con nued support of people with disabili es!
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Save the Date!
InVISIBLE Nanofestival 2015. Celebrating inclusion in the Arts.
2015 will be the 5th year Home Life and partner agencies will bring to Corvallis the
Sprout Film Festival from New York City. This year’s festival will be at the Majestic Theater on May 11. As always, we will bring you a brilliant collection of “artistic and memorable” films from around the world featuring people with ID/DD. This year we are
working with the Arc, Height1000 and the Corvallis Arts Center to include a 5-week art
show titled “I AM” featuring art work from Corvallis and beyond. The theme is “Self
Portraits” and will be presented at the Corvallis Arts Center from April 8 to May 23, with
smaller galleries at the Majestic Theater and the Arc Benton office.
In preparation for the art show, there will be three free art workshops in January, February and March hosted by Collaborative Employment Innovations, Home Life and the
Arc. For more information, call 541-753-9015.

